
 

Don’t Stop The Music-We don’t intend to! 

James’ Rhodes two-part Channel 4 programme ‘Don’t Stop the Music’ has brought 
music education into the public spotlight recently. During the second episode last 
week, some interesting thoughts and feelings were exchanged under Musical 
Futures’ #mufuchat hashtag, as well as under that of the programme itself: 
#dontstopthemusic. 

Following some of the comments from the previous week’s episode, some caution 
was expressed with regard to judging teachers and Headteachers too quickly, when 
they may seem to resist attempts to make music more accessible and engaging for 
children, in the face of pressure to meet the rigorous demands of today’s all-
important educational targets. 

!  

At the same time, this doesn’t take away from the frustration felt at this state of 
affairs: 

!  

These sentiments form part of an ongoing discussion about the prioritisation of 
hard data and statistical targets in assessing children’s progress, while often not 
recognising important and beneficial ‘softer’ outcomes. 

A frequent topic amongst innovative music educators is that of the anecdotal 
evidence they amass regarding the often-underestimated benefits music has on 
young people.  

!  

This sentiment was echoed frequently throughout the programme itself. 
Fortunately for Rhodes, the Headteacher of the school agreed that this effect was 
indeed apparent in some of the less academically able in her school, as the project 
progressed. 



A range of criticism was also voiced regarding the approach of Rhodes and the 
programme makers. Several voices asked: where is the singing? 

!  

!  

!  

Singing is seen by many as being more universally accessible, as it does not 
required the purchase of a physical instrument.  As singing is so immediate, 
accessible and already part of most children’s lives to some degree, why did 
Rhodes not employ it from the outset? The classical instrumental slant was not 
seen by some as being the most advantageous. 

Furthermore, while many applauded Rhodes’ passion and enthusiasm for his cause, 
it was pointed out that the problems faced by music education are much more 
fundamental than a lack of musical instruments, e.g. funding shortages and 
pressure on teachers to deliver outcomes which are frequently at odds with the 
enrichment and engagement that good music education can bring. 

!  

!  

Was this project too much of a short-term thing? 

!  

!

!  



A side-issue of the role of music theory and score was raised in one discussion. 
There was acknowledgement of a tension between the benefits of the accessiblity 
of popular instruments (and corresponding methods of reading music, such as tab) 
and the more theoretical grounding that comes with classical training and learning 
notation. Is there a trade-off in choosing one approach over another? 

!  

Maybe it’s fair to say that by embarking on his heartfelt mission, Rhodes was bound 
to open himself to criticism in what is a contentious and emotive issue – the state 
of modern music education. While there were some criticisms of the idiosyncrasies 
of his approach,  it was also widely agreed that important themes in music 
education were being highlighted and brought to public attention by the 
programme, such as underinvestment, under prioritisation and lack of 
inclusiveness and accessibility for pupils. 

!

!  !
!  !
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Furthermore, there was plenty of emphasis on the positive impact music has on 
children’s lives. !!

!  

!  

!  

!
Music is about so much more than just playing an instrument or singing. It’s about 
teamwork, inspiration, passion, practice, dedication, enjoyment of life and having 
a reason to get out of bed. Let’s hope that a few more people realise this as a 
result of “Don’t Stop the Music”, and maybe we can inch closer to a world in which 
music is a celebrated mainstay in our children’s lives, instead of a side-line or so-
called luxury. 

!
There are plenty of ideas bouncing around at the weekly #mufuchat sessions and 
#mufuchat specials. To get involved follow @mufuchat on Twitter and join the 
conversation every Wednesday at 8.30pm GMT. 


